	2020 SBO/SBEAP NSC Technical Subcommittee 

	March 17, 2020
1 pm CST (2 pm EST)

	Join from PC, Mac, Linux, iOS or Android: 
https://ksu.zoom.us/j/817351282
    
	 Or Telephone:
   +1 (646) 876-9923  or +1 (669) 900-6833
 Meeting ID: 817 351 282 #

	Minutes

	
· Roll Call
Co-Chair: Donovan Grimwood (TN) Lisa Ashenbrenner-Hunt (WI)
Region 1:
Region 2: 
Region 3: Jeremy Hancher (PA), Dan Sowry (OH), Ed Boito (PA)
Region 4: Donovan Grimwood (TN), Derek Bozzell (KY), Trayce Thomas (MS)
Region 5: Kari Cantarero (MN), Emily Ohde (MN), Lisa Ashenbrenner-Hunt (WI), Troy Johnson (MN), Mike Nelson (MN), Renee Bashel, Chris Babcock (MI)
Region 6: 
Region 7: Nancy Larson (KS), Alison Crowther (KS) Jennifer Wittenburg (IA), Christine Paulson (IA), Lynelle Ladd (KS)
Region 8: John Podolinsky (MT), 
Region 9 
Region 10: 
Unidentified state/region: Alison Luedtke, 307-777-6282 (Brian Hall (WY)?), 405-312-0328 (Lloyd Kirk (OK)?), Devan Dodge, Zac, Adam, Cole, Brittany


Tech-Subcommittee: https://nationalsbeap.org/sbeap/resources/subcommittees/technical 
 
P2 Grant Management 
**This call was recorded and will be posted to the Technical Subcommittee page linked above**

Ed Boito, Small Business Ombudsman of PA 
Presented on the Small Business Advantage Grant that is offered annually by PA. They provide a 50% match up to $7000 depending on project. Example is converting from a film x-ray machine to a digital one for dental offices. Projects can include lighting, medical equipment, boilers, and more. They receive $1 million annually from hazardous waste tipping fees. The program has been in existence for 16 years and annually awards over 200 grants. 

The grantee must provide some assurance that the project was accomplished within a year of the grant as well as show that the project would reduce pollution by at least 25% and with an annual cost savings of $500 or more. There are also video walk-throughs available to show the applicant how to complete the application.

For more on the Ombudsman and the grants: https://www.dep.pa.gov/Citizens/GrantsLoansRebates/SmallBusinessOmbudsmanOffice/Pages/default.aspx
For the Annual report: https://www.dep.pa.gov/Citizens/GrantsLoansRebates/SmallBusinessOmbudsmanOffice/Pages/Publications.aspx

Kari Cantarero, Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA)

The MPCA Solvent and coating emission reduction RFP provides funding for small businesses, governmental agencies, educational institutions and nongovernmental organizations to switch to alternative solvents and coatings that result in measurable reductions in volatile organic compounds (VOCs), or to purchase equipment that reduces the use of VOC-containing solvents and coatings.

[bookmark: _GoBack]This occurs through two mechanisms: The Small Business Environmental Improvement Loan and the grants for solvent and coating emissions reductions. The loan is for low interest loans to small businesses for environmental projects or improvements. A business can get both a grant and a loan. The emission reduction grant is aimed at reducing emissions from auto body or similar coating operations and often uses replacement as a method. Replacing higher emitting or 6H applicable coatings with lower emitting and 6H compliant coatings. MPCA also offers occasional other grants for projects such as switching from gas-powered two stroke lawncare equipment to electric, battery operated equipment.

For more on the funding opportunities and success stories: https://www.pca.state.mn.us/regulations/funding-opportunities

Bio:
Kari Cantarero is an Environmental Assistance Specialist at the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA). In this position, she oversees the Small Business Grant program, which aims at helping small businesses and community organizations improve their systems while reducing their overall air emissions. Kari also manages the Small Business Environmental Improvement Loan program, which provides loans at zero-percent interest to small businesses for capital equipment purchases that help the company meet or exceed environmental regulations, and costs associated with the investigation and cleanup of contaminated sites.


	Future topics: 
· April 21: Aqueous based cleaning, Steve Preece, Madison Chemicals
· May: No call due to Annual Training

Next Call: April 21, 2020 
1 pm CST (2 pm EST) (3rd Tuesday of month)


	



